
Do You Apply for Social Security Benefits Again After You are Denied?
Q:  Should you apply for disability insurance again if you were denied social security benefits?      

A:  If you applied for social security benefits and were denied, it is not wise to simply apply again.  You will most likely be denied again, which will only

add more time to the process.  The appropriate next step after you are denied social security benefits after initially applying is to file for

reconsideration.  Having your claim reconsidered is your first appeal.  A disability examiner will review your case again.  The good news is that a claim

is often reviewed faster when reconsidered than during the initial review stage.  The bad news is that most claims are still denied social security

benefits after being reconsidered.  If you are denied after reconsideration, your next appeal will be for a hearing.  A hearing offers the most extensive

look at your claim, as it is reviewed by a judge.  A hearing is the last chance for you to have all the evidence and circumstances of your case

examined.  For that reason, many claimants choose to hire a social security attorney to represent them during a hearing.  Many claimants wait months

and years before they receive a decision regarding their social security benefits.  Do not prolong the process by applying again after you are initially

denied.  Follow the appeals process and make sure you have met the requirements and deadlines for all appeals.      

Q:  How long does it take to receive a decision on social security benefits after you have requested a hearing?    

A:  Much like the rest of the disability review process, it is difficult to make a guess as to how long the hearing process will take for your particular case.

 Every social security benefits claim is different and timing is often contingent upon how busy the hearing office is in your area.  The first part of your

wait will simply be for a scheduled hearing date.  That alone can take months or a year or more.  Once your hearing is over, you will then need to wait

to receive the decision from the judge.  That can take several months.  If you have concerns about how long the hearing process will take, it is

extremely helpful to speak with a social security lawyer.  A lawyer will assure that the judge has all the evidence needed to fairly adjudicate your case

and that it is done within an appropriate time frame.      
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